
JOSH FRYDENBERG’S FALSE CLAIMS ABOUT MARINE PARK PROTECTIONS 
 

CLAIM: Josh Frydenberg claims “These world-class management plans reflect a 
balanced, scientific, evidence-based approach.” 
 
FACT: Josh Frydenberg’s hand-picked Expert Scientific Panel found that Labor’s 
marine parks network was based on the best available information:  
 
“The ESP is satisfied that the marine bioregional planning programme, which was 
based on the Integrated Marine and Coastal Regionalisation of Australia and 
complemented by scientific workshops, peer-reviewed publications and literature 
reviews, was a sound basis and drew upon the best available information for 
designing the CMR networks.” 
 
(Page 1, Commonwealth Marine Reserves Review Report of the Expert Scientific 
Panel, December 2015) https://goo.gl/mPyaZ 
 
 
CLAIM: Josh Frydenberg claims “They locked out five million Australian recreational 
fishers from a vast area of Commonwealth waters without proper consultation.” 
 
FACT: Details regarding consultation are in the attached media release and include 
that Labor’s network received almost three-quarters of a million submissions and had 
over 250 stakeholder meetings that included over 2000 people.  
 
In addition, Labor’s plan for the Coral Sea Marine Reserve included almost 200,000 
square kilometres as a recreational fishing zone or 18 per cent of the Coral Sea 
Marine Reserve.  It was the largest fishing zone exclusively for recreational fishers in 
the world which has now been abolished in full by allowing commercial fishing back 
in.  
 
 
CLAIM: Josh Frydenberg claims “It gives recreational fishers access to 97 per cent 
of Commonwealth waters within 100 kilometres of the coast.” 
 
FACT: Labor’s marine parks network gave recreational fishers access to 96 per cent 
of waters within 100 kilometres of the coast and included the largest fishing zone 
exclusively for recreational fishers in the world in the Coral Sea Marine Reserve – a 
recreational fishing zone which has now been abolished in full by allowing 
commercial fishing back in. 
 
 
CLAIM: Josh Frydenberg claims “While Labor is already running a scare campaign 
around supertrawlers it is worth noting that it was on Labor's watch that the 
supertrawler came to Australia and that it took a Coalition Government to ban them 
in legislation.” 
 
FACT: Josh Frydenberg voted against Labor legislation which allowed the 
supertrawler to be banned.  
 



https://goo.gl/g3Q4NR 
 

 
 
 
CLAIM: Josh Frydenberg claims “Osprey Reef which for the first time will be 
managed as a green no-take zone.” 
 
FACT: This is only true because Josh Frydenberg and his conservative Government 
removed Labor’s marine parks network which protected more of Osprey Reef and 
surrounding reefs. 

https://goo.gl/g3Q4NR

